FAITH
Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves us and
knows best what is for our good. Thus, instead of our
own, it leads us to choose His way. In place of our
ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our
weakness, His strength; in place of our sinfulness, His
righteousness. Our lives, ourselves, are already His; faith
acknowledges His ownership and accepts its blessing.
Truth, uprightness, purity, have been pointed out as
secrets of life's success. It is faith that puts us in
possession of these principles.
Every good impulse or aspiration is the gift of God; faith
receives from God the life that alone can produce true
growth and efficiency.
How to exercise faith should be made very plain. To
every promise of God there are conditions. If we are
willing to do His will, all His strength is ours. Whatever
gift He promises, is in the promise itself. "The seed is the
word of God." Luke 8:11. As surely as the oak is in the
acorn, so surely is the gift of God in His promise. If we
receive the promise, we have the gift.
Faith that enables us to receive God's gifts is itself a gift,
of which some measure is imparted to every human being.
It grows as exercised in appropriating the word of God. In
order to strengthen faith, we must often bring it in contact
with the word.
In the study of the Bible the student should be led to see
the power of God's word. In the creation, "He spake, and
it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast." He
"calleth those things which be not as though they
were" (Psalm 33:9; Romans 4:17); for when He calls
them, they are. Education 253-254.

BIBLE PROMISES FOR YOU!
Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they need to be studied
together. In the prayer of faith there is a divine science; it is a science
that everyone who would make his lifework a success must
understand. Christ says, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Mark 11:24. He
makes it plain that our asking must be according to God's will; we
must ask for the things that He has promised, and whatever we
receive must be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the
promise is unequivocal.
For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper,
for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He has promised,
we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return thanks
to God that we have received.
We need look for no outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is
in the promise, and we may go about our work assured that what God
has promised He is able to perform, and that the gift, which we
already possess, will be realized when we need it most.
To live thus by the word of God means the surrender to Him of the
whole life. There will be felt a continual sense of need and
dependence, a drawing out of the heart after God. Prayer is a
necessity; for it is the life of the soul. Family prayer, public prayer,
have their place; but it is secret communion with God that sustains the
soul life. Education 258.

